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the spurious works, some are so palpably written in a
much later age, and by authors of different religious
views, that no one, after weighing the evidence, can be
at a loss what decision to make concerning them; in
the case of others, claims and objections may appear to
be more evenly balanced. I trust on the one hand to
refer to no works for Origen's testimony which are not
confessedly his, nor on the other to exclude any passage
which is not decidedly spurious; whilst in one particular
case more immediately connected with our subject, I am
induced to enter further in detail into a critical exami-
nation of the genuineness and value of a passage than the
character of this work generally requires. The great
importance attached to the testimony of that passage
by some defenders of the worship paid to angels, may
be admitted to justify the fulness of the criticism. Lest,
however, its insertion in the body of the work might
seem inconveniently to interfere with the reader's pro-
gress in our argument, I have thought it best to include
it in a supplementary section at the close of our inquiry
into the evidence of Origen.

Coccius l, in his elaborate work, quotes the two fol-
lowing passages as Origen's, without expressing any
hesitation or doubt respecting their genuineness, in
which he is followed by writers of the present day2. The
passages are alleged in proof that Origen held and put
in practice the doctrine of the invocation of saints; and
they form the first quotations made by Coccius under the
section headed by this title: " That the saints are to be
invoked, proved by the testimony of the Greek Fathers."

The first passage is couched in these words: " I will

1  Thesaurus Catholicus. Colonise, 1601. Jodocus Coccius, a native
of Bielfild, in Germany, was a canon of St. Juliers.

2  See Appendix.